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CLUB POLICIES

Introduction

The following policies and codes of conducts exist to ensure that children participate in a healthy & safe environment where risk is reduced. Feedback from coaches and parents is appreciated.   

All occurrences of injury or illness are required to be reported to coaches, coordinators or the club Registrar as appropriate.

Smoking

· Smoking is not allowed in any indoor areas of club venues, including, but not limited to, those at Warradale, Highview and John Maloney ovals;

· Coaches are encouraged not to smoke in the presence of players during any club fixture or at a training venue — parents are also encouraged to follow this policy;

· Smoking will not be permitted indoors at any social function held by the club; and

· Cigarettes will not be sold in any instance by the club.

Alcohol and Other Drugs

The club will ensure that:

· where alcohol is sold at any club function, low-strength and non-alcoholic alternatives will be available;

· water is always available as an alternative refreshment;

· no alcohol is served to patrons under the age of 18, or to intoxicated patrons, attending any club social events; and

· The use of illicit and performance enhancing drugs is not tolerated.

· The club reserves the right to ask intoxicated person/s to leave any game or event.

Sun/Heat Protection

The club will endeavour to ensure that:

· Where available, natural shade will be utilized to protect players and spectators from UVR.  Where this is not possible, adequate shade protection, either temporary or fixed, is available to players and spectators;

· Kanga/Modified games are always scheduled for early or late starts, avoiding the peak UVR period of 10.00am – 3.00pm whenever possible;

· sunscreen is available to players, coaches and spectators;

· use of wide-brimmed hats is encouraged.
No Hat No Play

It is the clubs policy that all players must wear some form of head ware for sun protection.

Hats MUST be worn for all matches however the wearing of hats at training will be optional, although still encouraged, due to the time of the day / evening that training sessions are scheduled. 

The type of hat to be worn will be optional to the player and parents’ providing it meets with the clubs requirements and provides protection

The clubs preferred option is for;

· Wide Brim hats for players from under 10’s and

· Bucket hats for players in Have A Go / modified.

Sports Safety

Effective risk management practices will include:

· grassed areas used by Kanga/Modified and Club teams will be inspected prior to each fixture to ensure that player safety is not compromised by poor pitch condition, or by objects on the field of play or in the immediate vicinity;

· club amenities are inspected upon opening for any rubbish or broken items and if found, these are disposed of;

· equipment provided for use by players is in working order and, if not, is replaced immediately and reported to the Property Officer;

· rule regarding compulsory wearing of helmets and safety equipment is enforced;

· coaches are drilled in effective warm-up/warm-down routines to use with players prior to games and use of these routines is mandatory;

· players are encouraged and reminded to have water available at all training and match sessions;

· coaches and parents are encouraged to attend sports injury prevention and treatment courses; and

· First Aid Equipment, including ice packs, is supplied with all team kits.
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